
 

 

 

Saves Lives    

 90% reduction in fatalities 

 87% reduction in injuries 

 Slower speeds allows 

increased reaction time 

 Designated markings for 

pedestrians and bicyclists 

 Reduction in severe angle 

crashes 

 Drivers cannot run red 

lights or stop signs 

Traffic Flow    

 Roundabouts have fewer 

conflict point, reducing the 

chances of collision 

 Continuous counter-

clockwise flow 

 No waiting at traffic signals 

 Truck apron for tractor 

trailers trucks, buses, farm 

equipment, vehicles with 

trailers, and emergency 

vehicles 

Cost Efficient   

 Roundabout vs Stop Sign 

Control: $8 million in crash 

reduction benefits 

 Roundabout vs Signal: $4.4 

million in crash reduction 

benefits 

 

 

 

WHAT IS A MODERN ROUNDABOUT? 

A modern roundabout is specifically designed to 

accommodate vehicles of all sizes through channelized 

approaches. Vehicles entering the roundabout yield to the 

traffic already circulating within. A special feature to modern 

roundabouts is a raised center island designed to control 

traffic flow and reduce speed. There is to be no pedestrian 

activity on the center island and no parking on or near the 

roundabout.  

If you have any questions, please contact Katie Widdison, Outreach 

Coordinator, by phone at (386) 212-0449, or via email at 

Katie.Widdison@dot.state.fl.us  

       

NAVIGATING A ROUNDABOUT 

Benefits of a 

Roundabout 

A Quick Guide to 

Modern Roundabouts 

mailto:Katie.Widdison@dot.state.fl.us


For more information about roundabouts please visit these 
websites: 
 

FDOT Roundabouts 
 

SW Florida Roundabouts 
 

Florida Highway Administration Roundabouts 

  

 

 

Motorists    

 Always yield right of way to 

vehicles already in the 

roundabout 

 Yield right-of-way to 

pedestrians and bicyclists 

crossing the entry roadway 

 Always keep right when 

entering and exiting the 

roundabout 

 Watch for bicyclists merging 

onto the entry lane 

Pedestrians    

 Use only designated 

crosswalks 

 You can use the splitter 

islands if necessary to wait 

for safe crossing 

 Do not cross to center island 

 Always watch for vehicles 

and bicyclists 

Bicyclists    

 May merge with traffic and 

use roundabout 

 If merging with traffic, use 

signals to show intended 

path 

 May use the ramp and 

continue on the sidewalk 

 Walk bicycle at crosswalks 

 If using sidewalk, yield right-

of-way to pedestrians 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Become Familiar with 

Roundabout Signs 

 

Roundabout Ahead Sign  

Warning that you are approaching a 

roundabout 

 

Yield Sign    

Cautions you to yield at entry lane to 

motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists 

currently using the roundabout 

 

One-Way Sign   

Alerts you that traffic flows one 

direction – counter-clockwise – in the 

roundabout 

 

Keep Right Sign   

Used on splitter islands to remind 

motorists to keep right while using the 

roundabout 

 

Pedestrian Crossing  

Look for and yield to pedestrians using 

the crosswalks 

User Tips 

http://www.dot.state.fl.us/rddesign/Roundabouts/
http://www.swflroads.com/resources/roundabouts/
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/intersection/innovative/roundabouts/

