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Introduction 
 
The City of Daytona Beach is proposing the construction of a sidewalk along Fremont Avenue 
as shown in Exhibit 1.  The sidewalk will be located along the north side of Fremont Avenue 
and will extend approximately 2,785 lineal feet between Niles Street and Ridgewood Avenue 
(U.S. 1).  The land uses on either side of the proposed project consist of predominately single-
family residential development with some warehouse and hotel uses located near the east end 
of the project in proximity to Ridgewood Avenue (U.S. 1).  
 
There is no existing sidewalk on either side of Niles Street although the City anticipates 
constructing a 5-foot wide sidewalk along the east side of the roadway in the future.  An existing 
5-foot wide concrete sidewalk is located along the west side of Ridgewood Avenue (U.S. 1).  In 
addition, an existing 5-foot wide sidewalk is also located along the east side of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard, which intersects with Fremont Avenue and runs in a north/south direction.  
The proposed project will establish a pedestrian linkage between Niles Street and the existing 5-
foot wide sidewalk along Ridgewood Avenue (U.S. 1) and will also serve as a connection to the 
existing sidewalk on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.  The proposed sidewalk will also 
provide off-street access to the East Coast Greenway Trail, local community recreational 
amenities, public transportation facilities, and commercial, cultural and educational land uses 
located throughout the area.  Exhibit 1 identifies these facilities and illustrates their locations in 
relationship to the proposed project.   
 
The City has determined that the proposed project is consistent with their Comprehensive Plan 
and Future Land Use Element.  A number of Objectives and Policies are provided within the 
Plan that supports the continued development of bicycle and pedestrian access to land uses 
throughout the city while also encouraging an alternative means of transportation.  These 
Objectives and Policies are clearly outlined in a letter from the City dated April 27, 2004, which 
is provided in Appendix A.  The City Commission has also adopted two Resolutions (Number 
02-192 and 03-166) supporting the proposed project and requesting the Volusia County 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) to identify the project on the MPO’s list of priorities. 
Copies of the two Resolutions are also provided in Appendix A.         
 
Project Purpose and Scope 
 
The purpose of this report is to review the project proposal and existing conditions within the 
project site to determine whether the proposed funding is sufficient to complete the project.  
Representatives from GAI Consultants, Inc. met with City officials and conducted a site visit on 
September 11, 2008, to inspect the project site and evaluate existing site conditions. 
 
Project Description 
 
The proposed project will consist of a 5-foot wide sidewalk located along the north side of 
Fremont Avenue.  It will be constructed of concrete and extend a distance of approximately 
2,785 lineal feet (approximately 2,585 lineal feet of sidewalk and approximately 200 lineal feet of 
cross walk striping) from the southeast corner of the Niles Street/Freemont Avenue intersection 
to the connection with the existing sidewalk along Ridgewood Avenue (U.S. 1).  Based on 
information provided by the City which can be found in Appendix B, the right-of-way along 
Fremont Avenue is 50-feet wide.  The width of the existing pavement, measured from edge of 
asphalt to edge of asphalt is 20-feet, which allows an additional 15-foot wide area on either side 
of the roadway.  According to the City, utilities located along the north side of Fremont Avenue 
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include a water main with fire hydrants and valve boxes together with overhead telephone lines.  
Sanitary sewer is located under the roadway.   
 
The City intends to locate the sidewalk as close to the right-of-way line as possible.  City 
officials indicated that they generally prefer a 1-foot setback from the right-of-way line to the 
outer edge of the sidewalk.  Based on observations made during the site visit, this location 
would not appear to have any major impacts on the location of the existing water line although 
the existing fire hydrants may require relocation.  Consequently, the City is encouraged to 
coordinate the placement of the sidewalk with the Utility Company and Fire Department before 
construction begins.  No other significant obstructions were noted during the site visit except for 
the occasional free-standing residential mailbox, landscape beds, and large trees.  City officials 
indicated that they would prefer removal of the trees instead of trying to meander the sidewalk 
around or through them.  According to the City, this would reduce the amount of on-going 
maintenance and local residents would not object since it would reduce the amount of potential 
storm damage to their property.  It was also observed that the hotel located at the east end of 
Fremont Avenue had installed asphalt paving within the Fremont Avenue right-of-way to 
apparently augment their on-site parking needs.  This asphalt will also need to be removed to 
allow for the sidewalk, and sod will need to be installed between the edge of the roadway and 
the new sidewalk.                
 
Cross walk striping together with access ramps designed in accordance with the requirements 
of the American’s with Disabilities Act (ADA) will be required at six intersections and are 
included in the Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Cost.  The affected intersections include Vernon 
Street; School Street; Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard; Marion Street; Segrave Street and 
Fremont Avenue at the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard intersection.  An at-grade crossing 
will also be required across the Florida East Coast Railroad line that intersects with Fremont 
Avenue northeast of Marion Street.  The existing street name signs and stop signs will continue 
to be used in their current location.  Information and/or regulatory signage as required will be 
provided at appropriate locations and are included in the Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Cost.  
The only landscaping proposed will be sodding of areas disturbed during construction.  Some 
grading and drainage improvement may be required at certain locations.  Lighting is not 
included as part of the application.  These considerations have been incorporated into the 
Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Cost. 
 
Cost Summary 
 
The Enhancement Application, prepared in 2002, projected a total cost of $70,075.00 for 
construction of the proposed project.  The Application indicates that the City would provide 
$8,760.00 in local matching funds, while the State would provide an additional $8,760 of 
matching funds for a sub-total of $17,520.  The Federal funding contribution would therefore be 
$52,555. 
 
The Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Cost prepared by GAI Consultants, Inc. indicates a budget 
of $129,869.27. The difference between GAI’s projected cost and the City’s projected cost is 
$59,794.27. The two main reasons for the difference in projected cost are that the City’s 
estimate is six years old, and that the FDOT’s Unit Price figures were utilized in developing 
GAI’s Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Cost.  A detailed breakdown of GAI’s projected cost is 
provided in Appendix B. 
 
The FDOT Long Range Estimating System (LRE) prepared by GAI indicates a budget of 
$152,026.25.  This represents a difference of $22,156.98 
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from the Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Cost prepared by GAI.  The Engineer’s Opinion of 
Probable Cost is based on FDOT historical cost data generated from previous projects.  The 
LRE is based on the most current cost data available and in this case represents a difference of 
$22,156.98 from the Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Cost.  Appendix C provides a detailed 
cost breakdown per FDOT’s LRE program.    
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Northeasterly view along Fremont Avenue at the intersection of Niles Street as 
shown above.  The Fremont Avenue right-of-way is located to the left of the 
fire hydrant.  The City anticipates constructing a 5-foot wide sidewalk along the 
east side of Niles Street in the future.
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Northeasterly view along Fremont Avenue at the intersection of Vernon 
Street. The right-of-way is located between the fire hydrant and the 
landscape hedge.  Pedestrian cross-walk striping together with a traffic stop 
bar will be required at this intersection.

Northeasterly view along Freemont Avenue at the intersection of School 
Street.  The right-of-way is located between the fire hydrant and the 
landscape hedge.  Pedestrian cross-walk striping together with the traffic 
stop bar will be required at this intersection. 
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Typical northeasterly view along Fremont Avenue. There are no significant 
obstructions along the right-of-way except for the occasional large tree, shrub 
bed or mailbox. 

Northeasterly view along Fremont Avenue at the intersection of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard.  An existing 5-foot wide concrete sidewalk with 
access ramp is located along the east side of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard.  No pedestrian cross-walk striping has been provided across 
Fremont Avenue.  A pedestrian cross-walk will also be required across Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.  
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Curb and gutter with drainage catch basins are located at the intersection of 
Fremont Avenue and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.  Water valve boxes are 
also located at the intersection of Fremont Avenue and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard as shown below. 
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Northeasterly view along Freemont Avenue at the intersection of Marion Street.  
Large trees and landscape material are located within the right-of-way and will 
need to be removed.  Pedestrian cross-walk striping together with the traffic stop 
bar will be required at this intersection.  The sanitary sewer line is located within 
the roadway as shown below. 
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Northeasterly (above) and southwesterly (below) views of the Florida East 
Coast railroad line that intersects Fremont Avenue northeast of Marion Street.   
An at-grade pedestrian crossing will be required at this location. 
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Northeasterly view along Fremont Avenue at the intersection of Segrave Street.  
The asphalt paved right-of-way adjacent to the hotel is shown in the background.  
Pedestrian cross-walk striping together with a traffic stop bar will be required at 
this intersection. 

Northeasterly view along Fremont Avenue at the intersection of Ridgewood 
Avenue (U.S. 1).  An existing 5-foot wide concrete sidewalk with access ramp is 
located along the west side of Ridgewood Avenue (U.S. 1).  The proposed 
sidewalk along the north side of Fremont Avenue will terminate at this location by 
providing a connection to this existing sidewalk.   
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Northerly view along Ridgewood Avenue (U.S. 1) showing the existing 5-foot 
wide concrete sidewalk with access ramp.  Existing asphalt paving within the 
right-of-way adjacent to the hotel as shown below. 
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